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TAMALPAIS UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Larkspur, California 

 
CITIZENS’ (BOND) OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

October 28, 2009 
 
 
A meeting of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee (COC) of the Tamalpais Union High School District 
was called to order by George Yandell, on April 1, 2009 in the Kreps Conference Room, 395 Doherty 
Dr., Larkspur. 
 
Members Present: George Yandell, Larry Litvak, Ellin Purdom, Loraine Berry, Grace Hughes, Bill 
Levinson, Paul Waszink 
 
Members Absent: Nancy McCarthy, Dick Johnson 
 
Staff Present: Laurie Kimbrel, Lori Parrish, George Baranoff, Cindi Clinton, Laurel Stone, Kaley 
Cloney 
 
Others Present: Jeff Nigro and Thomas Flores of Nigro, Nigro & White 
 
 
 
1. Purpose of Citizens’ Oversight Committee 
 

Laurie Kimbrel began with a discussion of the purpose of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee and 
the roles and responsibilities of committee members. 

 
2. Minutes 
 

M/S/C (Berry, Waszink) unanimously, 5 ayes, 0 noes, 2 absent to approve the minutes of the 
April 1, 2009 meeting.  

 
3. Audit 
 

Jeff Nigro with Nigro Nigro & White provided an overview of the Annual Financial and 
Performance Audit.  His firm has issued an unqualified opinion regarding the financial statements 
of the Bond Building Fund as of June 30, 2009, meaning the statements do conform to generally 
accepted accounting principals.  No deficiencies were found in the internal controls of the 
District.  The District has commitments with respect to unfinished capital projects of 
approximately $5.5 million; total expenditures are approximately $12.8 million. Jeff Nigro 
discussed types of things looked at in the performance audit, such as the review of contracts to 
ensure the district is following proper bid procedures, and sampling of invoices to confirm 
amounts being billed match up to the work performed. The auditors also visited and inspected the 
sites to observe the work in progress.  
 
M/S/C (Litvak, Waszink) unanimously, 5 ayes, 0 noes, 2 absent to approve the Independent 
Auditor’s Report on the 2006 Bond Fund.  
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4. Budget 
 

There is an uncommitted balance of approximately $14 million. However, this does not mean that 
the money isn’t allocated. The budget has been increased as a result of the Board approved 
allocation of unbudgeted interest in the amount of $2.0 million. The solar project budgets at 
Drake and Redwood High Schools have been increased by equal amount. This project was 
initially delayed until other project costs could be determined with a high level of confidence.  

 
5. Modernization Close-Out Update 
 

George Baranoff stated that the District is pursuing Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) 
Program for financing renewable energy and solar projects. Other financing options are being 
explored should the District not receive this allocation. The Tamalpais High School pool is 
expected to be available for use in January 2010. The Six-Plex at Drake High School is still under 
construction with an expected completion date in mid-November. The Co-Generator is under 
construction at Drake, Redwood and Tamalpais High Schools.  
 
Modernization close-out details were discussed. The close-out process will include scanning 
accounts payable and contract documents, reviewing warranties, and creating a long term 
maintenance plan. Bill Levinson suggested the establishment of a Community Facilities Advisory 
Committee with the purpose of addressing maintenance issues that arise over time. The formation 
of a Finance and Facilities Board Committee open to the community was also suggested. 
 
Laurie Kimbrel stated a community event will be held at the Redwood, Tamalpais and Drake 
High Schools to tour the sites and view completed projects. A website link containing information 
and details regarding Modernization accomplishments is being considered. 

 
6.  Next Meeting 
 

The next COC meeting will be a combined meeting with the FOC in the Kreps Conference Room 
on October 13, 2010. The next audit will be from 7/1/09 – 6/30/10. The chair person of the 
committee will be in communication with the District prior to this meeting. 

 
7. Adjournment 
 

The meeting was adjourned by George Yandell at 5:09 p.m. 


